
 

Weekly  Newsletter 
Sunday 19 October 2014 

“Being the Gospel to all People” 
A very warm welcome is extended 

to all visitors to St Johns  
 

Morning tea is offered after the service today, so please stay and enjoy some time with us.  

Today’s theme:  “Honouring Age” 

Focus Scripture:    1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

Other Readings:  Psalm 99 

 

      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10  (NIV) 
  
Paul, Silas) and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ: Grace and peace to you.(D) 
Thanksgiving for the Thessalonians’ Faith 
2 We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before 
our God and Father your work produced by faith,(H) your labour prompted by love,(and your endurance 
inspired by hope(J) in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
4 For we know, brothers and sisters loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel came to 
you not simply with words but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and deep conviction. You know(N) 
how we lived among you for your sake. You became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you welcomed 
the message in the midst of severe suffering with the joy( given by the Holy Spirit.(And so you became a 
model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in 
Macedonia and Achaia—your faith in God has become known everywhere. Therefore we do not need 
to say anything about it, for they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how 
you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, 

whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. 
 

In the salutation of his letter to the congregation 
in Thessaloniki, Paul quickly reviews crucial points: 
faith, love and hope are verbs; God has chosen you; 
we have already proven to you the kind of people 
we are; your example of turning from idols "to serve 
a living and true God" inspires others wherever it is 
told; with us, you wait for the return of God's son. 
 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+1&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29562D
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+1&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29564H
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+1&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29564J
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+1&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29566N


NEXT WEEK:  Sunday Worship:  26 October 
 

Theme: “Endings and Beginnings” 
Focus Scripture:  Deuteronomy 34:1-12 
Other Readings: Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17; 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8; Matthew 22:34-46 
 

Prayer points: Please pray for: The kindergarten has a number of children going off to 
school so they need prayers for their role to increase again; someone to lead the Children’s 

Church for the Christmas (4th) School Term.  Margaret Morrison’s prayer request for 
‘successful surgery and a good outcome’. 
 
CHURCH NOTICES AND EVENTS:   
 

LETTER TO CONGREGATION: October 2014: St Johns Finances 
The Leadership Team has appointed a new Finance Ministry Team at its meeting on the 7th 
of October 2014 
Acknowledgements:  At the start we need to acknowledge- 
   -Our Lord’s blessings - "He has brought us this far by His Grace" 
  - The faithful stewardship of Church Members who have supported the work in this place   
      over many years. 
 -The out-going Convenor, Peter Hancock and long-term Team members Dick and Judy  
    McDonald, who have steered the ship through some turbulent waters. 
 The Finance Team has three main tasks:- 
1.      To monitor and approve the church income and expenditure. 
2.      With the Minister and Leadership Team to encourage regular giving, recognising that  
          we are stewards of the blessings that God gives. 
3.      To encourage and explore other non-regular sources of income. 
 Our Current Financial Position 
As usual our finances are tight.  Three months into the financial year we are running about 
on budget and as planned.  Giving to the Annual Thanksgiving Appeal has been slow so far 
and we ask members to pray about this need.  The thanksgiving offering this year is to be 
used as seed money to enable us to appoint a new Youth and Family worker. 
In relation to paragraph 2 above, we ask members to consider giving through a regular bank 
transfer.  Many now do so and Lorraine always acknowledges this form of giving in her 
dedication of the offering each week. 
Referring to item 3 above, we should acknowledge now that a generous bequests from the 
Moyles some years ago gave us a reserve  which  gives us confidence  to work through 
times when money is very tight.  Also we are grateful for the recent gift from the Dimock 
Family Trust which has enabled us to replace the dilapidated chairs in the upstairs hall. 
Please talk to a member of our team if you have questions or want information about 
joining the envelope system, the direct credit system or how you can remember St Johns in 
your will. 
Bob Williamson (Convenor), David Hall, Shania Qiu, Christo John and Lorraine Francis: 8th October 2014 

 
Leprosy mission boxes are due in please hand to Joan Jones. Thank you 



 
 
FOR SALE: Chris Skinner's new CD, A NOBLE WORK. $25. Available from Loas 
 
Honouring Age Celebration. Today,  Sunday 19th of October we are  celebrating the annual 
‘Honouring Age Service’ for senior members of our congregation which will be followed by 
inviting those who qualify to participate in a special morning tea. Of course our usual 
morning tea and social time will be available for all those who do not yet qualify to attend 
this celebration.  
 
Thanksgiving Sunday 2014: This year our annual Thanksgiving project is to start growing a 
fund that will enable us to employ a Children and Youth Leader. This has always been on 
our hearts and although Stephen helped out for a few months – we have not had anyone in 
this position since Steph finished. We have worked, advertised etc but to date we have not 
made an appointment.  
The Leadership Team decided this year to lift this ministry out of our regular annual budget 
and to approach the need for funds in two ways. 1. That we dedicate this year’s Annual 
Thanksgiving Appeal to the establishment of a “seed fund”. 2 That we ask for specific 
donations to be dedicated to this ministry on a regular basis – like we did when we first 
employed Steph. 
We are committed to investing in our Children and Youth ministry by employing someone 
who can be dedicated to this specific ministry and when we employ someone we will need 
your continued support to maintain it.  Please consider giving thanks – and growing our CYL 
fund. Thank you, Lorraine, the Leadership and Finance Teams.  
 
Prints for Sale    My brother BRENT WONG, who is a well-known artist (his paintings sell for 
many thousands of $) is offering a limited selection of his prints to us for $25 each, half of 
this amount to be donated to St Johns. If you would like to see what he is offering, I have a 
catalogue from which you may order if you are interested. A clip board is in the foyer. Loas 

Shoe boxes:  Shoe boxes are needed for a coming event. Please hand in any shoe boxes you 
have to the office. Thanks. Lorraine. 

Cushion Covers: Can I have a volunteer to make 2 replacement cushion covers for the cane 
chairs in the Gallery please. We can offer the material and the sun destroyed existing covers 
as a template. Thank you, Lorraine.  
 
Inorganic Collection – October. This is a link that will take you to where you can enter your 
street and see when the Inorganic Collection is for you. www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz... 

Real Life with John Cowan: This Sunday night (19th October) John's guest will be Peter 
Williams QC 

Inspirational TV:- “Working with families to help them when they need it.  This week on 
www.inspirationaltv.net talking to people that know it is slow and gentle work with rich 
rewards 

http://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/EN/environmentwaste/rubbishrecycling/Pages/inorganiccollectionssearch.aspx
http://sharepoint.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0c4bf4ee5484dbf058376d992&id=13d5aa20c1&e=cc242b170e



