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Greetings my friends, 
  
We have made it to the eund of another week in lockdown. I hope you are taking 
good care of yourself and family. I am grateful to be living in New Zealand at this 
point in time.  I am also grateful to be pastoring a generous and hospitable 
community that you all are. So, thank you for finding creative ways of being in touch 
with each other and ensuring that everyone in our community is being looked after 
well.  
 
      A reflection on reading: Mark 7:1-23 
 
This week’s scripture reading is quite a dozzy. Jesus pulls no punches. A lot is at 
stake and therefore Jesus is giving it due diligence.  
 

“Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from 
Jerusalem gathered around him, 2 they noticed that some of his disciples 
were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. 3 (For the 
Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their 
hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; 4 and they do not eat 
anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many 
other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze 
kettles.) 5 So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your 
disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with 
defiled hands?” 6 He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you 
hypocrites, as it is written, 
‘This people honours me with their lips, 
    but their hearts are far from me; 
7 in vain do they worship me, 
    teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 
8 You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” 
9 Then he said to them, “You have a fine way of rejecting the 
commandment of God in order to keep your tradition! 10 For Moses said, 
‘Honour your father and your mother’; and, ‘Whoever speaks evil of 
father or mother must surely die.’ 11 But you say that if anyone tells father 
or mother, ‘Whatever support you might have had from me is Corban’ 



  

 
(that is, an offering to God)— 12 then you no longer permit doing anything 
for a father or mother, 13 thus making void the word of God through your 
tradition that you have handed on. And you do many things like this.” 
14 Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of 
you, and understand: 15 there is nothing outside a person that by going in 
can defile, but the things that come out are what defile.”  
17 When he had left the crowd and entered the house, his disciples asked 
him about the parable. 18 He said to them, “Then do you also fail to 
understand? Do you not see that whatever goes into a person from 
outside cannot defile, 19 since it enters, not the heart but the stomach, 
and goes out into the sewer?” (Thus, he declared all foods clean.) 20 And 
he said, “It is what comes out of a person that defiles. 21 For it is from 
within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, 
murder, 22 adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, 
slander, pride, folly. 23 All these evil things come from within, and they 
defile a person.”   (Mark 7:1-23) 
 

There is a lot going on here. The debate between Jesus and the Pharisees on the 
surface seems to be about traditions and scripture, but if we are able to go below the 
surface and think our way through the complexity of the first century debates 
(anyone who wants to read the New Testament seriously has to get used to it) it 
invites us to consider a much larger principle. This is often when people get angry 
and start asking questions as to why someone is doing something. It’s because there 
is a larger agenda at stake. Often it has power dynamics which don’t appear on the 
surface. Part of being a Christian is to learn the art of spiritual discernment. And part 
of that art is learning to understand scripture, and to examine our traditions against it. 
 
It turns out Jesus is more concerned with matters of the heart, particularly deception 
and hypocrisy. You see Jesus cares about the integrity of his people, and Jesus 
cares about the character of his community. Jesus seems less concerned about 
what they eat and what traditions they get to keep. His problem is the corruption that 
happens in us and in our community when we are lying to each other and miss 
representing ourselves as a way of pretending that we are something that we are 
not. It is called quenching the Holy Spirit when we settle for the externals, but what 
Jesus wants is a revolution of our hearts. The one thing that will get into the way of 



  

 
real transformation is deception and hypocrisy. Because what is at stake? People. 
What kind of people? Outsiders. If you have time, please read the whole of Mark 
chapter 7 in its entirety.  
 
I think I have shared enough. We will continue our conversation on Sunday morning 
via zoom. I hope you will come ready to share your thoughts and reflections. I am 
grateful for the very spirited conversation we had last week. Hope we will have 
something like it again this week. 
 
Updates 
 
I have several wonderful things to share with you guys. Take a look at our new and 
update website (I am so grateful to Sami Smart – my goodness. She is such a gift 
to me and our community). Anyway, take a look at our website and the upgrades that 
have been done. We hope to keep it current and use it as a reliable source of 
information. https://stjohnsbb.org.nz/ 
 
Secondly, tonight we are having a Community Quiz Night on Zoom, organised by 
the Youth leadership team. I am so grateful to this wonderful team, and the energy 
and excitement they bring to our community. Please do join us tonight at 7pm on 
Zoom. The link and details for the night has been sent out already. 
 
Thirdly, we are planning to have our Holiday Programme in October (depending on 
the alert levels).  See the flyer attached. I am thankful for Sami and the Youth 
leadership for their planning for this initiative. We are actively recruiting young people 
to help run the programme. If you know of any young people that will be keen to 
serve in this way, please have them contact Sami Smart.  Contact details are on the 
flyer. 
 
Lastly, we want to invite you on a journey we are on as a community.  The reality is 
that our immediate neighborhood is very racially diverse. This gives us a wonderful 
opportunity to do mission and embody our vision of “Being Gospel to all people”. 
 
In order for us to increase and build capacity to engage in building a multi-ethnic 
church, we want to embark on a season of study and conversations. The book that 



  

 
we will be reading is: Building Multi-ethnic Church by Dr. Derwin L. Gary. I 
believe this book is a wonderful resource that will aid us on this journey.  
 
If you are unable to get a copy of the book, please feel free to contact me and we will 
get you one. Let me encourage you to start reading it now. We will gather for 
conversation for a four-week study during Advent season to talk about our reflections 
of the book and how we might go about building a multi-ethnic church that is 
reflective of our context. 
 
I am grateful to the generosity and recommendation of people in our community who 
have made this possible. 
 
 
Blessings, 
 
Rev. Jeff Odhiambo 
 
 

Here is a link to our Sunday Morning gathering. 

Jeff is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.  

Join Zoom Meeting  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9895548740?pwd=VFduaXNJWCtJYnErZFVJME1NUm9
JQT09  

Meeting ID: 989 554 8740  
Passcode: 7777777  

 



  

 

   



  

 
 
 

 
 

   

   

  

 


