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Greetings my friends, 
This week has been a bit of a roller coaster.  I had good days and challenging days. I 

suspect most of us are experiencing the same struggle with this lockdown. Anyway, I 

read something that my friend Pastor Dave Gibbons wrote on his Facebook page 

that caught my attention. Here it is: 

 

“The desert is the place where you are stripped of what you thought gave you 

life. It is the place where you can see what you need to be attentive to. Amidst 

the backdrop of barrenness what is emerging that is beautiful? There is a 

treasure awaiting you if you can see it . . .but you have to let go of the illusions. 

It’s the gift of the wilderness: Freedom and focus.” 

 

That quote is so good. And so true. Not only does it capture the feelings I am 

experiencing during this lockdown, it also highlights where we are as a church at the 

moment. The state of our church at this moment and the opportunity in the life of 

church.  Let me say it this way. Following Shania’s resignation last month, we have 

all had a very crazy few weeks. And all of us have had very different experiences. 

For some of us it has left us confused, sad, and lost. Yet even so, with all those 

varied experiences I believe we have a corporate opportunity.  

 

All this has reminded me of a book I read years ago about church history, The Great 

Emergence by Phyllis Tickle. Tickle says that every 500 years the church does a 

rummage sale. i.e she says that every 500 years the church cleans out its attic. She 

says, back in the 16th Century (500 years after the Great Schism) the Catholic church 

went through the Great Reformation. The church was saying to each other we no 

longer believe things in the same way and therefore we need to break fellowship with 



  

 
each other. The Protestants decided which things they wanted to preserve and which 

things they wanted to do a way with. The Protestants decided to go about it this way. 

Can you imagine a garage in your house that you know you have need to clean out 

for days but you have just never got the time nor the energy to get it cleaned out. 

And what you do is you occasionally open it up and you go to pick out a thing that 

you need, but the garage stays full. That is, Tickle says that most of the Protestants 

did when they went through the Great Reformation.  Christianity was this huge 

garage space filled up with all the junk, and for the most part what the Protestant did 

was to open the garage door and take out what they wanted or what they did not 

like. 

 

But then, there was another band of people – Anabaptist (or Sami Smart). What they 

did was that they opened up the garage and they took everything out.  And then they 

asked themselves what are we going to put back in. This is a very different 

orientation. I have been thinking about that as it relates to our life together. Before 

Shania’s resignation and the latest lockdown we were just picking out stuff that we 

did not like in our life together. But what Shania’s resignation and the lockdown has 

done to our community is it has tipped everything out and now, in whatever way, we 

have the invitation to think about what are we going to put back in. That is the 

opportunity that we are at in our life together right now. And so, the question that I 

want to invite us to is this, what are we going to build our lives around moving 
forward. I have a sense that this is our Kairos moment as individuals and as a 

corporate body. It is an opportunity for us as a community to become more 

intentional about how we steward the relationships and resources that we have been 

blessed with. 

 



  

 
 

A Reflection on the reading: Mark 8:27- 38 
27 Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; 

and on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I 

am?” 28 And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and 

still others, one of the prophets.” 29 He asked them, “But who do you say 

that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.”[a] 30 And he 

sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 

Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection 
31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great 

suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, 

and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 He said all this quite 

openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But turning 

and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, 

Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human 

things.” 
34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to 

become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross 

and follow me. 35 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and 

those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel,[b] will 

save it. 36 For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit 

their life? 37 Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38 Those 

who are ashamed of me and of my words[c] in this adulterous and sinful 

generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he 

comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%208%3A27-38&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24526a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%208%3A27-38&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24532b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%208%3A27-38&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24535c


  

 
Today’s reading raises three questions. 1. What kind of Messiah will Jesus chose to 

be? Which follows closely with the temptation that Jesus had in the wilderness. You 

see the scene of the wilderness temptation not as an isolated incident in Jesus’ life, 

but it is the defining feature of Jesus’ life and ministry. Luke ends the temptation 

scene by saying: 

“13 When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until an 

opportune time.” 

 Could this scene of Peter taking Jesus aside be the opportune time that Luke is 

talking about? If we combine the narrative of Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness and 

today’s reading. What we see is the same issues that we see in the wilderness in 

play here.  

 

2. The other question is what constitutes the true nature of discipleship. To be a 

disciple of Jesus involves being prepared to go the way of Jesus, and that means the 

way of humility, rejection, and suffering – which is to say the way of the Cross. 

 

3. Lastly, what does this mean for us, people who worship at St Johns Bucklands 

Beach.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 
Update 
We had a very good meeting on Thursday afternoon with five families from the 

Mandarin Speaking Community. Let me also say, of all the meetings I have had this 

week, it was one of the best and life-giving meeting I have had this week. We met 

over Zoom for about two hours and talked about the challenges and the 

opportunities we have moving forward. Here is a summary of what we agreed on: 

1. I was asked to write a letter of invitation to the rest of the Mandarin Speaking 

members with an update of what plans we have moving forward. 

2. It was agreed that the five families will share the responsibility. 

3. It was agreed that we need to search for a guest Mandarin speaking speaker 

to come and take the preaching. 

4. It was agreed that we continue to have shared communion and shared lunch 

every month. 

5. We also added a number of shared engagement spaces. A shared dinner 

(mostly for the five families to grow in intimacy and for support). A celebration 

of birthdays every month.  And they also put out a challenge to think of more 

creative family orientated activities that can bring our two communities 

together, and also opportunities to invite new people from our community. 

 

Overall, it was a very positive and very encouraging meeting. I am so excited 

about our future together and the opportunity we currently have as a community. 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 
 

Here is a link for Sunday Morning Service: 

 

Jeff is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

 

Topic: Sunday Morning Gathering 

Time: Sep 12, 2021 09:30 AM Auckland, Wellington 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9895548740?pwd=VFduaXNJWCtJYnErZFVJME1N

Um9JQT09 

 

Meeting ID: 989 554 8740 

Passcode: 7777777 

 

 



  

 

   


