
Sunday
15-Oct-2023

A very warm welcome is extended to all visitors to 
St Johns.  Morning tea is offered after the service 

today, so please stay and enjoy. 

Scripture reading:  Matthew 22:1-14 (New International Version)

The Parable of the Wedding Banquet

22 Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a 
wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell 
them to come, but they refused to come.
4 “Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my 
dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding 
banquet.’
5 “But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his business. 6 The rest seized his 
servants, mistreated them and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those 
murderers and burned their city.
8 “Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to 
come. 9 So go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.’ 10 So the servants went out 
into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, the bad as well as the good, and the wedding 
hall was filled with guests.
11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding 
clothes. 12 He asked, ‘How did you get in here without wedding clothes, friend?’ The man was speechless.
13 “Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
14 “For many are invited, but few are chosen.”

The Parable of the Wedding 
Banquet
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9.30 am Holy Communion Service in 
English (Chinese subtitle)
3:30 pm Christian Youth Church

Prayer points: 
• For peace and restoration of stability in Ukraine and other regions 

experiencing unrest;
• For Jane's health;
• For Brenda's health;
• For Felicity's recovery;
• For violence and crime to be subdued in our country.
• For those who have had major surgery and are recovering at home;
• For support for all those who have lost loved ones, homes and/or 

livelihoods in the recent natural disasters.

Pastoral Reflection 

Hello, friends, who love St Johns,

I want to extend my gratitude to everyone who helped at the Holiday 
Programme. Thank you for your generosity with your time and 
resources and thank you for sharing them with us.  May God bless your 
lives richly.

This week’s gospel lection is very challenging.  Most preachers, given 
the option of choosing either Matthew’s or Luke’s version of the 
parable of the banquet as the text for sermon, would obviously choose 
Luke’s.  Matthew’s version is harsh, hyperbolic and steeped in violence 
– there is no way of softening its jagged edges. 

I wonder if there is a different way of reading this parable, different 
from the way we grew up interpreting it.  The parable has a lot of 
details that are difficult for us to comprehend. For instance, should a 
guest invited off the street be expected to have the appropriate 
clothes? What is implied when the guest is described as “speechless”?  
Is this evidence of guilt, or stunned into silence? Isn’t being thrown 
outside into the darkness where there is “weeping and gnashing of 
teeth” a harsh punishment for one who only lacks the proper attire?

3:10 pm Musiqhub 

10:00 am Knitting Group
6:45 pm Youth Group

9.30 am Sunday Service in English 
(Chinese subtitle)
3:30 pm Christian Youth Church

New Testament scholar Amy-Jill Levine argues that if religion is supposed to “comfort the afflicted and afflict the 
comfortable,” then Jesus’s parables are meant to do the latter. If we read them and find ourselves unprovoked, 
then we aren’t really seeing them. And so, what if the king in the parable isn’t God at all?  What if the king is 
what we project onto God? Also, what if the “God” figure in the parable is the one guest who refuses to accept 
the terms of the tyrannical king?  The one guest who decides not to “wear the robe” of forced celebration and 
coerced amusement, the one guest whose silent resistance leaves the king himself “speechless,” and brings the 
whole sham feast to a thundering halt? What will be the implication of that interpretation? What would we 
change if we learn that Jesus was the one guest who was not wearing the right clothes? What will be willing to 
give up and join him out there in the darkness? 

7:00 pm AA meeting (foyer)

7:30 pm Parish Council Meeting

3:00 pm Funeral Service for Meryl 
Rhynd
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Friday evening Youth Group - 6:45 p.m.

Youth Group: Contact Antony or Jeff community@stjohnsbb.org.nz


