
Sunday
22-Oct-2023

A very warm welcome is extended to all visitors to 
St Johns.  Morning tea is offered after the service 

today, so please stay and enjoy. 

Scripture reading:  Matthew 22:15-22  (New International Version)

Paying the Imperial Tax to Caesar

15 Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. 16 They sent their disciples to 
him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know that you are a man of integrity and 
that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by others, because 
you pay no attention to who they are. 17 Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay the 
imperial tax to Caesar or not?”

18 But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me? 19 Show 
me the coin used for paying the tax.” They brought him a denarius, 20 and he asked them, “Whose 
image is this? And whose inscription?”

21 “Caesar’s,” they replied.
Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.”
22 When they heard this, they were amazed. So, they left him and went away.

Imago Dei – Imago Caesar 



Sunday 29-Oct-2023

Theme: TBC From: 22-Oct-2023
Scripture readings: Matthew 22:34-46 To: 29-Oct-2023

Sunday 22-Oct-2023

Monday 23-Oct-2023

Tuesday 24-Oct-2023

Wednesday 25-Oct-2023

Thursday 26-Oct-2023

Friday 27-Oct-2023

Sunday 29-Oct-2023

THIS WEEK 

9.30 am Service in English (Chinese 
subtitle)
3:30 pm Christian Youth Church

Prayer points: 
• For peace and restoration of stability in Ukraine and other regions 

experiencing unrest;
• For Jane's health;
• For Brenda's health;
• For Felicity's recovery;
• For violence and crime to be subdued in our country.
• For those who have had major surgery and are recovering at home;
• For support for all those who have lost loved ones, homes and/or 

livelihoods in the recent natural disasters.

Pastoral Reflection 

Hello, friends, who love St Johns,

It was a profound privilege to officiate Meryl Rhynd funeral. Meryl was 
a remarkable and great woman. Her influence and legacy were 
expressed beautifully in the eulogy and tribute shared by her son 
Warren and grandsons. We pray for God’s peace and grace to the 
Rhynds family and friends. 

This is week’s gospel reading is the case of “heads I win, tails you lose”.  
It appears to be a battle of statements masquerading as questions. The 
true intentions are hidden, and only implicitly revealed. Beyond the 
content of the answers being obvious, the very syntaxes of the answers 
are dictated by the syntaxes of the questions. 

There is more to the gospel reading than simply the answer “So give 
back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.” The other 
parts are critical to a serious grappling with the meaning of the gospel 
reading.  In this week’s gospel reading Jesus seems to evade the 
questions in order to address the concerns that lay below the surface. Is 
Jesus’ answer concern the division that exist between the State and 
Church? Is Jesus equating God and Caesar?  Or is there something more 
profound Jesus is attempting to reveal? 

3:10 pm Musiqhub 

10:00 am Knitting Group
6:45 pm Youth Group

9.30 am Holy Communion Sunday 
Service in English (Chinese subtitle)
3:30 pm Christian Youth Church

I suspect the latter. Jesus’ answer should ring some bells for this Jewish audience, because the very first chapters 
of their Scriptures correspondence with Jesus’s answer. Their Scriptures tell them that humanity was made in the 
image of God. Imago Dei – Imago Caesar. In effect Jesus is telling them that they can give the coin to Caesar, but 
they themselves belong to God.

7:00 pm AA meeting 

N/A

N/A
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Youth Group: Contact Jeff minister@stjohnsbb.org.nz


